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Canterbury. At 18 he
had a place at Oriel
College, Oxford but war broke out and
Harry went into the army. He served with
the King’s African Rifles in Abyssinia,
Sri Lanka and India, but not Burma as
had been planned. Whilst travelling by
train on a leave trip he met Rachel, a
serving Wren; they had several hours to
talk together on that journey and Harry
took her address and began a long
relationship by letter. They met again in
New Delhi.

After the end of World War 11 Harry
decided against taking up his place at
Oriel but chose instead to follow his
father mto the Colonial Service. Rachel
and Harry were married in 1948 in
Tanzania. Their son Keith was bomn
during their first home leave in England
and their daughter Helen was born in
Tanzania.

Harry became a District Commissioner
and after Independence in 1962, chose to
stay on to serve the new government by
training Magistrates.

The family returned to England in 1966
and Harry began a new career in the Civil
Service as a Planning Inspector, judging
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interest in maintaining
the fabric of the church
building, willingly shinning ladders to
clear leaves from the gutters. He was a
master at dealing with the legalities
involved 1 ‘getting faculties’;
permussion for anything to be done or
changed inside or outside a church.
Among the 20 Faculties that he obtained
was the one to change the West End of
the church in 1992. When I arrived in
1985, I very quickly realised how
fortunate we were to have him.

Many will remember the wonderful fete
that Harry and Margaret Hartley
organised in Church Street when extra
funds were needed to carry out these
works. All who are familiar with the
Wychwood WI pantos will remember
Harry’s performances as one of the
‘Commuters’, complete with rolled
umbrella and bowler hat.

Harry died suddenly and a Service of
Thanksgiving for his life was held on
April 23™ in his beloved St Mary’s
Church. I was honoured to give the
Address, with the kind permission of the
vicar, the Reverend Wendy Callan.
Rev’d Graham Canning




