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Special Feature 

A Rare Breed of Art 
Two well-known 
artists are 
teaming up to 
present an 
exhibition for 
Artweeks, the 
Oxfordshire 
Festival of the 
Visual Arts, in 
May. The 
exhibition takes 
place at Heath 
Barn, Milton. 
Sculptor 
Sophie Thompson and painter, Jan 
Harvey will work around the theme of 
farms and farmyard animals. 
 
Vibrant Paintings and Sculptures 
Their show, entitled RARE! will be held 
in support of the Rare Breeds Survival 
Trust  (RBST) and Sophie will produce 
sculptures of farm animal breeds which 
are in danger of extinction. Sophie works 
in scrap metal creating animal sculptures 
from old farm machinery. For this she 
scours farmyards searching for rusted 
tractor chain, chainsaw blades, horse 
shoes and discarded plates of steel which 
she welds into stunning animals; from a 
proud, strutting peacock to a galloping, 
full size horse. 
Jan is a painter known for her figurative 
work. However, for this show she will 
produce a series of paintings of farm 
buildings in vibrant and dramatic 
landscapes. Using mixed media, Jan 
creates a colourful base to her paintings 
and finishes with pastels. “We are very 
excited about our joint show this year,” 
says Sophie. “This is the first time we 
have collaborated and we are both 

looking forward 
to the venture. 
We are working 
with such 
synergy that we 
know our show 
will be dynamic 
and interesting.”  
 
Meet the 
Artists 
Jan and Sophie 
will be 

demonstrating their work on 10th May at 
Heath Barn from 10am-5pm. Visitors can 
meet the artists and  enjoy a glass of 
Bucks Fizz too. On 18th May, the artists 
are hosting a Cream Tea Sunday with 
cakes, scones and biscuits made by 
friends and relatives. All proceeds will 
go to The Rare Breeds Survival Trust. 
Visitors to RARE! can compete to win 
either a sculpture by Sophie or a 
painting from Jan. Proceeds to the 
RBST. 
The RBST is a non-governmental 
organisation dedicated to protecting the 
genetic diversity of Britain’s native farm 
livestock. It encourages the conservation, 
keeping and understanding of native 
livestock breeds, both for their own 
intrinsic value and for their contribution 
to wider sustainability. 
 
Opening dates: 10th to 26th May, 12 to 
6pm every day.  
Venue: Heath Barn, Bruern Road, 
Milton-u-Wychwood, Oxon OX7 6LL 
Visit www.sophiethompson.com  
Call: 01993 832357 or email: 
jan.harvey1@virgin.net 
Jan Harvey  
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