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Special Feature

Ascott’s
Community
Village store
has been voted
top of the
shops, taking
three awards in
three months.
Tust before
Christmas
2007, the shop
won ‘Best
Village
Shop/Post
Office’ for the South in the Best Rural
Retailer Awards.

Part Time Again!

Hard on the heels of this recognition was
news of the award of ‘Best Village Shop
in Oxfordshire’ from Oxfordshire Rural
Community Council. And in February
2008, it was party time once more,
runner up as ‘Best Village Shop/Post
Office’ inthe Best Rural Retailer
National Finals.

First conceived in 2005, this competition
is the brainchild of the Countryside
Alliance, and celebrates the spirit of our
rural communities and the retailers who
work so hard to keep them ticking. It is
supported by the Daily Telegraph and
Farmers Weekly.

A call in mid-December to Alan Chubb,
Chairman of the shop’s management
committee, brought the news that we had
waon the competition for the South, a
region that stretches from the Isle of
Wight through to Northamptons hire.
Close on its heels came a package
containing owr certificate, two smart
‘Best Rural Retailer” aprons and
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invitations
to the
regional
award
winners'’
ceremony at
the House
of Lords in
February
2008.
Radio
Oxford’s
Bill Heine,
who opened
the shop in 2003 and has been a staunch
supporter ever since, invited Alan Chubb
and Nigel Wild to co-host his show and
talk about the shop. The dynamic duo
(the jury's still out on which is Batman
and which is Robin) spent three hours
singing Ascott Shop’s praises.

Then to the House of Lords

The House of Lords ceremony not only
celebrates regional success, but is also
the cul mination of the contest, when
national winners and runners- up are
announced for each category. Every
regional winner turns up with fingers
crossed and bated breath, hoping beyond
hope to win a coveted national award.

A whole group of us accompanied Alan
and his wife Julie and we had a ball. We
met so many of our fellow retailers and
volunteers, all of whom are so committed
to local shopping and local buying. It was
no great surprise to find that the joys and
sorrows of running the Ascott Shop are
the same everywhere.

Speaking to a packed audience,
Countryside Alliance Chair man Kate
Hoey MP opened the ceremony and
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