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Gone but not Forgotten

Shipton’sFirstTill Yard

Who are all these workers; are any of
them still around with tales to tell ?

This article onancther local building which
has disappeared is based on oral history
backed by alittle documentary evidence.

At the sale of the Shipton Court Estate in
1913, @art of Lot 147 wasthe ‘estate yard’
where all the materials for the huge estate
were sored and prepared. These were the tra-
ditional bulders’ stock of wood, $one, pipes,
bricks, tiles, dassetc., bu alsothe materials
for making the ‘new’ concrete blocks.

These blocks were used for the main building
of the OxonCashRegister Co. Ltd., %t up on
the site by Alf Baylis sanetime after the First
World War.

The firm produwced anything that could be
made from wood for hane, office or shop bu
mainly cash egisters andtills, mog of which
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were sdd to whdesalers
who suppied shopitters.

Breakaway
Many local men were em-
ployed but by 1923 they were nat a

happy with Alf Baylisand his gyle of manage
ment and sane of the work-force broke away
to create a new firm, The United Wood Work-
ing Co., eventually set upin Sation Road. As
the first firm had been bdilt in an estate yard
and bah firms made tills they were knownlo-
caly as ‘till-yards’.

Both bugnesses continued trading urtil the
United Wood Working Co. (Station Road)
bough out the Oxon.CashRegister Co. Ltd.
(Upper High Sreet) in the late 1920’sand ran
bath premises urtil the end ofthe 1930's.The
Upper High Sreet site was then bough by the
Growves family but was requisitioned duting th
war and used for the storage of high quality
motor cars from the Birmingham area.
Cinema arrives!

After the war same of the buildings onthe
site were used for breeding @gsand chickens
and the main building was a cinema. This
was operated by Mr. Alf Clarke whoalso ian
‘The Wychwood Stores’ at the top end of
Shipton on the site of the garage of the
present ‘Sunnysde’.

The WychwoodCinema had tip-up ®ats, 4
on ore sde of the gangway and 3 onthe oth-
er. The programme was changed twice a
week and hed amain feature film, newsreel
and suppating film, which was oten along-
runring serial. At that time cinema-going was
very popuar and qleues sonetimes formed
at weekends.There were same prodems for
it was cold in the winter, animals could be
present and there were breakages in the film,
which caused delays in the progamme.
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. These may also fave been dwetothelatear-  ly, in 1980,all the buildingswere knocked
rival of the films from Witney! down forthe erection of The Old Till House.
And now In the pog war period ancther till-yard was
However the cinema-gaing craze did nat last ~ bornwhen same workers from the United
forever and bythe mid 1950’sthe premises WoodWorking Co. brole away to st up The
were used for the painting and sgn-wiiting on  Wychwood Manufacturing Co. in the late Alf
motor vehicles and by Patt and HaynesLtd.,  Miles workshopn Ascott Road

for the storage of agricultural prodicts. Fnal-
John Rawlins

Crime Stoppers
Hello Again,
The subject | would like to write abou today is“NUISANCE” AND HOW IT MAY
AFFECT YOUR QUALITY OFLIFE. Youths onmotorcycles orcars, fdk hanging
aroundmaking noise and dropgng litter, are nat a pdlice priority, however | do
know from first hand experience that this can cause angushto people when it's per-
sistent.
| have nomagical cure, bu | would advise againg you taking matters into your own
hands. Pease contact me. | may be able to help to nip the matter in the bud, bu if it
continues | can get othersto help. Hease don't sit there gewing onit, let me know.
If youwant to remain anonymousjug dropme aline at Carterton Pdice Station,
withou your cetails enclosed.

We have had a coupe of offenceslocally involving boguscallers, particularly aimed
at the elderly. Please let me know ofanyone whois vunerable, | will be more than
willing to gve them advice.

REMEMBER DO NOT let anyoreinto your hous unless you knowthem, however
sweet and genuine they may soundthere are baddies ou there.

If you feel that a caller to your housis susfrious pease help bytaking downas
much information as youcan; a description ofthe personand any vehicle details.
You may jug save ancther personan unwarranted visit

If your areais nd in a NeighbourhoodVatch Scheme and you wold like details of
howto get sarted please contact me.

During the warm weather REMEMBER to keep your
groundfloor windowsclosed and don't forget your first
floor windows, @rticularly if you leave your hous unac-
cupied duiingthe day and at night.

P.C. Jon Badrick

Northern Area Switchboard: 01865 266000
Carterton Police Station: 01993 893951
(Monday to Friday, normal office hours)

Email: jonbadrick@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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