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In Past and Present we profile a villager from the Wychwoods and the person they

nominate who has contributed

to the life of the local villages in the past.

he first house
I Margaretand
Frankowned

wasFuchsiaCottagein
Milton@High Stred
but when,in 1965,
Margaretproducedthe
Wychwaods(irst setof
twins for manyyears
(accordingto Dr
Gordon Scott), they

yearsasa BurfordSchool
governa.

Shemadetime in
1981to foundthe
WychwamdsLocal
History Societ, con-
vincedthat manyfasci-
nating papersdeedsand
memorief ordinary
peopleslivesdeservedo
berecordedandthe his-

OemigratettShipton Dr. Maraaret tory of the area

to alargerhousewhich ) W g researched.

they namedOMonks are Thanksto the
Gate(gppositethe vil- effortsof a dedicatechand

lagegreenand storeswherethey still live.
Margaretco-foundedhe Wychwad
Playgroupn 1968,and later chaireda
fund-raisingcommitteewhich built the
learnerswimmingpool at the Wychwad
School.

Margaretservedassecretaryo the
Wychwad Schoolmanagersasa member
of Shipton ParishCouncil and,in 1976,
waselectedasIindependentDistrict
Councillor for Shipton and Ascott (and
Lyneham),a position sheheld throughfour
electionsfor fourteenyears.

Her spedad interetswerein
housingand planning matters,but shewas
chairmanof the District®Recreation
Committeefor manyyearsconcerned
amongother matterswith public rights-of-
way, and encouraginghe introduction of
the Council®tourismpolicy.

MargaretwaselectedVice-
Chairman of Wegs Oxfordshire Digrict
Council in 1986and serveda numberof

of like-mindedpeople the
Societyhasenjoyedtwenty-two yearsof
vigorousexistence publishinga Journal
everyyearsincel985,to which Margaret
hasboth contributedand edited.

Sinceretiring from the District Council in
1990shehasdevotedmoretime to archae-
ology;both sheand Frankarenon-execu-
tive directorsof a largecommercial
archaeologicatontractorin Oxford. They
arealsolargelyresponsibldor the History
Societyarchaeologicahctivities, running
sucessfudnnualfieldwalksand mounting
exhibitions. More recentl, both Margaret
and Franktook an active partin fund-rais-
ing for the New Beaconsfieldall.
Margaretnow hasthe leisureto be an ordi-
nary memberof Shipton Wi andthe
Wychwad Playersplayingminor roles;
sheenjoysgiving talksto variousorganisa-
tions, relishesbeinga grandmothe but
still findstoo little time to paint her water-
colours.
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henwefirst lived in
W Shipton, Mrs Wiggins,
together with her sder,

MissJessic&€oombesran the post
officein Church Street,while her
husbandGeorgesatin the corner
behindthe counte, quietly mend-
ing clocksandwatches.

It wasMrs Wigginswho
first kindled my interestin local
history. Sherepresentea little bit
of history herself,asShipton post
office had beenin the handsof the
samefamily for four generations.
Not only that, it is mentionedin
the GuinnessBook of Recordsas
the oldestsub-posbfficein
England,and certainly the oldest
survivingone.

6

The claim wasbasedn letterswritten to
her great-grandfathe RichardCrosson
April 4,1845clearlyaddressetb him at
OPosdffice, Shipton, Chipping Norton,
OxfordGalthough Shipton wasnot issued
with its datestampuntil July1847.He was

Wychwood Local History Society

Mrs.
Kitty
Wiggins

alsoparishclerk andoversee
aswell asbeingin businesasa
weave.

Kitty Wiggns
took overthe running of the
postoffice from her motherin
1930andonly retiredin 1974.
Shetold methat shehada life-
long interestin Shipton@his-
tory, and had carefullypre-
servedpapersand a few objects
from the past,someof which

weregivento meafterher
deathin the late 19708.
Someof theseareon perma-
nent loan to the Oxfordshire
County Museumand others
arein the archivesof the
History Sociey.

I amsureit wasthis fascinating
link backwardsnto Shipton®pastwhich
spurredme on to found our History
Societ, and| like to hopethat its achieve-
mentsoverthe lasttwenty-twoyearswvould
havemetwith Mrs Wiggins@pproval.

Dr. Margaret Ware

he WychwadsLocal History now availableand contains
I Societyis nearingthe endof the articleson the first 21
2002/3seasormf monthly meet- yearsof the WLHS;

propertiesn
Shiptonin 1911;
local casualtiesn
Mesopotamian the
FirstWorld War; the
history of ChesnutClose,
Ascott (now called
Wychwad Manor) and part
two of the Hartley Heritage.

ings.The newseasoreginson 18th
Septembeg at Milton whenRussell
Cherrywill talk on OThé&hamesfrom its
Sourceto Oxford. Annual subscriptions,
£8 for a coupleor £5 for an individual
becomedueat this time. Membership
includesa freecopyof the SocietySlatest
WychwadsHistory.
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