The Wychwood June/July 2003 Vol 24 No 2

5 %

any of the
M locd farms
egedally

thosein the centreof
the villages,havehad
somemajor changesn
the lastfifty yearsOn
these farmsthe farm-
househasbecomea
separateentity andthe

ing price. The solici-
tor handlingthe auc-
tion askedvir Wells
how muchhe could
affordwhich wasa
figurewell belowthe
askingprice.As the
solicitor wasanxious
to makea saleon
behalfof the credi-

farmbuildingshave
beenconvertedto uses
otherthan thosecon-
nectedwith farming.
(As with the changed
ColdstoneFarm,

torsthe lower price
. wasacceptedthere
beingno others).
With the
introduction of a
fixed price for milk

Shipton and Lower

Farm,UpperMilton, which is undergoing
changes.But, only onelocal farmhasdis-
appeareac¢ompletelyb PoplarFarm,High
Streetin Milton.

In 1900,PoplarFarmwasa small,
mixed farm of 120 acregenantedby John
Henry Wattsat a time whenlocal agricul-
ture wasnot doingwell dueto competition
from importsof cheapemgrainand meat.
During the first world war FrankGillett
acquiredit, but he, like other local farmers
had a difficult time andby 1929he had
becomebankrupt(which alsosawthe end
of the Fowle-Maddoxoccupancyat
ColdstoneFarmin Shipton).

Meanwhile,CharlesWells,asan
ex-soldie, becamdenant of the newly
acquiredcounty-councilownedHeath
Farmin GreenLane,Milton. Then wish-
ing to increasehis acreagéfrom 67 acres)
he took overthe tenancyof PoplarFarm.
Later, whenthe farm cameup for auction
Mr Wells could not affordthe reserveask-

! Mr Wellsincreased
his dairy herd ashe now had a guaranteed
income.This, togetherwith the saleof
other productsfrom the farm (except
sheep)meantthat Mr Wellskeptin busi-
nessThe farmwasgivenaboostby the
needfor extrafood production duringthe
waryearsandimmediatelyafter.

But, aftera 35-yearoccupancyof
PoplarFarm,Mr Wells, now facingold age,
andwith no-onein the family to take over,
the farmwassoldasa working farmin
1964.As happenedvith other local farmsit
wasboughtby an adjoiningfarmto increase
its acreagef land. The farmhousebuild-
ingsand orchardbecamesuperfluouso the
newfarmandweresoldon. Subsequently
all weredemolishedor the building of a
closeof 32 residentialhousesand all that
remainsof PoplarFarmis the nameincor-
poratedin the nameof the closeanda
smallpart of the garderwall fronting the
High Street.Memoriesremain.
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