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The great Great Malvern adventure

espitehaving
D the wames
March on

recordit still felt alit-
tle too chilly for camp-
ing when Tragy, Alison
and| startedplanning
aweekendawayfor
the Guides.The next
bestthing seemedo
be Youth Hostelling.
So,with the help of
FamilyRailcardsanda
specialofferfrom the
YHA, we choseGreatMalvern for our trip.
We met up with 14 excitedgirls,complete
with rucksacksat KinghamStation for the
startof our adventure.

The journeyto GreatMalvernwas
delightful; | did not realisehow pretty the
countrysidds and you seesomuch moreof
it fromatrain. We hadbeentold that the
hostelwasone mile from the station, but it
certainly seemednuch further aswe made
our waythere by foot. Thoserucksacks
werebeginningto weighvery heavily by
the time we arrived;if only Mumswould
just packthe bareessential$or their chil-
drenandleaveout the tuck bags!

By the time the girlshad prepared
pizzador their suppe, eatenandenjoyed
them andthen clearedup the kitchen it
wasalmosttime for bed.You canimagine
the excitementwhenthe girlsrealisedhey
would be sleepingn bunk bedsin Odormi-
tories@ndthe adultswerealongthe corri-
dor out of hearing(at leastthat is what
they thought!)

Christine Halliday

( &

IOmenjoyingampso
far. It washardto getto
sleeincevewere
noiy. We arrivedabout
8:15andmadepizzas
with ourowntoppings
whichwaseversofun

1 Anneka

No needfor alarm
clocksasthe girlswere
awakesoonafter6am
butit still took them
hoursto getreadyfor
breakfastLuncheswerepackedandwe
wereon our wayto climb to the top of the
Malvern Hills. It waschilly to start,with a
stiff wind blowingwhenwe madeit to the
top of WorcesteBeaconthe highestpoint
on the Hills, but the viewswereworth the
trek.

Christine Halliday

WewentupintotheMalvernHills andeven-
tuallyreachethetop. We sawa redkitehov-
eringoverthegrassSomef usrolleddown
theotherside.

Harr iet

| wasthefirstto reactthetopandwetooklots
of photoslt wascold.

Georgina

It wasdifficult to getthe girlsto slowdown
to the paceof our Mum-to-be Guiderand
oneadultwho is definitely Oovethe hillO!
Headingdownhill to St. Anne@Well was
equallychallenging.Unfortunately, despite
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warningsthe Guidesleft the pathandran
aheadand onefell and cut her kneerather
badl. Tracytook her downinto town to
try to find a Minor Injuries Unit or on-call
doctorbut hadto takeataxi into
Worcestetto the A&E Dept of the local
hospital.

Christine Halliday

Tody, Flofellove. At thehospitalvefound
outtherewasa sweeshopmat theother
entranceTracygotstressedith herhusband
becausketooka batteryout of herradioso
shecouldnotlistento theGrandNational.

Alice

Todg, | felloverandtooka chunkoutof my
knee.Tragy, Aliceandl wentto hospitaand
thenursehoughfracywasmy Mum! The
doctotooksomdooseskinoff mykneehe
saidit wouldi®hurt. | didrdbelievéimbut
gueswhat?t didrbhurt!

Florence

Meanwhile,Alison and | founda parkin
Malvern for the girlsto eattheir lunch
(ourshad goneoff to hospitalin Tracy®
bag!) They enjoyedsomeunusualequip-
mentin the children@play areaandthen
spenthalf an hour looking aroundthe
shopswhile Ali and| relaxedin a coffee
shop.When we arrivedbackat the Hostel
the otherswerethere aheadof usandwe
wereableto playin the largegardenbefore

air they wouldfall instantly asleepout it
neverworksthat way.

On Sundayit wasan earlystartas
the roomshadto betidied to perfection,
breakfaspreparecandwehadatrain to
catch.Wetook the train to Worcester
wherewe walkedto the Worcester
Porcelainfactoly, planningto Opaina
plateChut taxi faresfor the hospitaltrip
had eateninto our fundsandtime wasget-
ting short,sowe decidedto savethat for
anotherday.

We walkedbackalongthe river, fed
the swansandfoundthe perfectwayto
passan hour or two Bjumping the foun-
tainssetin the pavement.

All too soonit wastime to catch
the train backto Kinghamandthe parents
waiting patiently on the station platform.
The girlswerea credit to the uniform that
they werewearingasGuides.

Worcestehassomuchto offerthat
TracyandAli arealreadyplanningaday
trip there. After all, we haveto getour
money8worth from the FamilyRailcards!

Christine Halliday

My favouritesverethefantastiavalkandall
thegreaiphotod took.Alsothetrainjourney
wasgreatandsowasthefood.

Lizzie A

| lovedt all practicallypout my favouritehas
gotto bewalkingn thehillsandjumpingover
thefountainsthenlaugh-

the sunstartedto go
downandthoughts
turnedto food again.
Therewasjusttime to
teachthe girlsto play
OChasthe Ace(before
bedtime.You would
think that aftersuchan

ingwhentheywhooshed
up andcaughsomeonby
urprise

Harr iet.

1st Wychwood Guides

meets every Wednesday
evening during term

exciting dayin the fresh

time. 7.30pm-9pm in
New Beaconsfield Hall



