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Past and Present

In this new feature we profile a villager from the wychwoods and, in turn, the per-
son they nominate who has contributed to the life of the local villages in the past.

andy Scott was born in

Chipping Norton

Hospital and returned to
the house in which he contin-
ues to live. Educated, like his
father, at The Leys School
and St. John’s College,
Cambridge and at the
Middlesex in London. By the
time he graduated in 1969, his
father was 67 and ready to
retire, and therefore eighteen
months and three hospital
jobs later, he arrived back in
the Wychwoods, firstly as an
assistant for six months and then as solo
GP.

In 1972, he married Wimpy, a nurse
and daughter of two doctors and for the
next years, with her help and that of his
sister, Janet as Practice Nurse and Annalise
as Dispenser, he ran the Practice single-
handed with the odd weekend and respite
holiday offered by his father. During this
time the Practice population grew from
some 2000 but it was not until it reached
3200 patients that the powers that be
allowed him a partner! In 1978, he was
joined by Robert Beazer and since then the
Practice has continued to grow to its pres-
ent size of 4 doctors with 5000 patients
....and still growing.

In the early days, as transport both
public and private was rare, medicine was
carried to the patient. There were surgeries
in each of the three Wychwood villages, all
with fully stocked dispensaries. These
Surgeries were all open house, sometimes
not finishing until well after 9 pm. Shortly
after his arrival though and in an attempt
to improve and streamline the medical

Dr. Gordon

‘Sandy’
Scott

services for the peoples of the
Wychwoods, Sandy closed the
Ascott and then the Shipton
Surgeries. The Milton Surgery
was expanded and upgraded to
provide more services. Since
then, this exercise has been
repeated on four separate
occasions, and now once
again, terminally busting at
the seams and with the popu-
lation still expanding, new
premises are in the planning
stage with completion, hope-
fully, in 2004.

Accessibility, insularity and an open
mind was the ethos of Sandy and the
Practice. Open surgeries allow for the for-
mer, the desire to perform as much ‘in
house’ in order to preclude hospital visits
where possible, account for the second and a
desire to continue to embrace alternative
and complementary skills where proven has
seen the practice of medicine across a broad
canvas. Rejection of the unproven cant of
modern medical practices has been one of
Sandy’s main rants. The patient should
come first, IT and all that involves second,
though the newly published GP Contract
threatens to overwhelm and subvert the
desire.

The first twenty years of Practice
work, together with a young family, con-
strained Sandy’s natural exuberance for
other activities.

In 1987, a chance viewing on
Breakfast Television brought a totally unin-
tended and unexpected departure from the
main stream into Expedition and Mountain
Medicine. Travel across the globe with a
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