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Theatre Review

‘Oh What a Lovely War!”

hank you to all who took part in

the Wychwood Players production

of ‘Oh What a Lovely War', The
spirit and friendship which prevailed at
that time was captured so well. Without it

the upheavals we had to face would have
been much more difficult to deal with.

Before [ saw this play | was appre-
hensive as to whether events would be por-
trayed in too light-hearted a way. Instead it
was dealt with in a very sensitive way with
comedy and pathos perfectly blended.

Our sincere appreciation for such
an enjoyable and entertaining evening and
thank you for all the hard work involved
in this and future productions.

Ron Crisp

attended the ultimate performance of
this production and was intrigued by
the result.
| had thought the play rather ambi-
tious because of its very unusual nature,

being a quite complex mixture of human
tragedy and horror on a global scale,
prompting corresponding emotional
responses, all wrapped up in humour and
the popular songs of the era.

Quite a challenging formula really,
which the cast tackled with great gusto
and it seemed to work. It was certainly
appreciated by the audience.

On the serious side, one was left
with a stark awareness of the futile slaugh-
ter of the war to end all wars.

Charles Kendall

he modern classic ‘Oh What a
I Lovely War’ by Joan Littlewood
and the Theatre Workshop of
London was the latest production from the
Wychwood Players.

Based originally on a radio compila-
tion of First World War songs and designed
as an ‘end of pier’ pierrot show, the
Wychwood Players took this 40 year old
play and walked the audience through the
grim reality of war, using song and dance,
jokes and parody. The cast entertained us
with anecdotes and skits most notably the
hilarious, rambling General and his raw
recruits, and yet also gave us insight into
the history of the First World War. The
first shot in Sarajevo, the innocence of the
soldiers, the misinformation back home,
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