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SHIPTON--u~-WYCHWOOD PLATOOM HOME GUARD

. As a member of this organisation from foundation to

being disbanded, one has the feeling the image of the above
seen by many of the younger generation is that of Arthur
Iowe's '"Dad's Army', as depicted on television. In fact,
when Hitler's war machine was poised to invade this country,
an emergency developed, and to combat this, the L.D.V.
(Local Defence Volunteer Force), was set up to observe and
watch for enemy action in any form. At first there were no
arms available, so local licenced pistols and sports guns
were noted and held ready if required.

The late Lord Latymer of Shipton-u-Wychwood took over
and organised the above force, the parade ground being the
stable yard at his private house. ILater, uniforms and
armaments were available, fire practice was carried out,
and altogether, the L.D.V. was a force of some strength
throughout the country.

. later, as the result of a thought from Sir Winston
Churchill, the name was changed to 'Home Guard', and took
on Regular Amy status. Training and exercises brought the
men up to a high standard of readiness and was maintained
until the end of the war in 1945.

Regarding the activity of Shipton Platoon, various
guards were carried out at such places as the Leafield Radio
Station and Railway property. A lighter side of the activitie
brought the opportunity for a certain amount of banter and
horseplay, which helped to compensate for the unpaid time
put into the organisation, plus the misfortune and mistakes
made from time to time, such as, when on exercise in Shipton
Court, Private 'So--and-So' (no names no pack drill), while
crossing a foot-bridge between ponds, slipped into the water
with subsequent exclamations of rage and discomfort. However,
being a good soldier, he recovered and carried on with his
duty. There were many more such incidents which time has
obliterated.

However, sadly time has taken its toll, and many of
these men have passed on into the realms of no return,
leaving those who are left to carry on vigilant as ever in
the interest of all concerned and the peace we all desire.

(From an old soldier (Amateur Status) now
in his eighties)

Copies of the photograph on Page 9 can be obtained from
A.M. Linfield Tel: 830601. :






